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FANTOMINA:
OR, .
Love in a Maze

YOUNG Lady of diftinguithed
| Birth, Beauty, Wit, and Spirit, hap-
UMt pened to be in a Box one Night at
i the Playhioufe; where, though there
were a great Number of celebrated
Toalts, fhe perceived feveral Gentle-
men_extremely pleafed themfelves
with entertaininga Woman who {at in aCorner of the
Pit, and, by her Air and, Manner of receiving thenn,
mighteafily be known to be ene of thofe who:come
there for no other Purpofe, than'to create Acquaintance .
with as many as feem defirous of it. She could.not
help teftifying her Contempt of Men, who,. regard-
lefs cither of the Ply, or Circle, threw away their
Time in {uch a Manner, to fome Ladies that fat by
her: But they, eitherlefs furprifed by being more ac-
cuftomed to fuch Sights, than fhe who had been
bred for the moft Part in the Country, or not-of a
Difpofition to:confider any. Thing very deeply,. taok
but little Notice of it. S{e’ ftill thought of it, how
ever; and the longer fhe refle®ed on it, the greater
was her Wonder, that' Men, forne of whom fhe knew
were accounted to have Wit, fhiould have Taftes fo
very
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very depraved. -~ This excited 2 Curiofity in her to

know in what Manner thefe Creatures were ad-

drefs'd :—She was young, a Stranger to the World,

and confequently to the Dangers of 1t ; and having no

Bodyin Town, at that Time, to whom fl.c was oblig’d

to be accountable for her Ations, did in every Thing
as her Inclinations or Humours rendei’d moft agreea-
ble to her: Therefore thought it not in the leaft a
Fault to put in praftice a little Whim which came
immediately into her Head, to drefs herfeif as near as
fhe cou’d in the Fafhion of thofe Women who make
fale of their Favours, and fet herfeif in the Way of
being accofted as fuch a one, having st that Time no
other Aim, than the Gratification of a2n Innccent Cu-
riofity. -—- She no fooner defign'd this Frolick, than
fhe put it in Execution ; and muffling her Hoods over
her Face, went the next Night into the Galiery-Box,
and pradtifing as much as fhe had obferv'd, at tha:
‘Diftance, the Behaviour of that Woman, wasnot long
before fhe found her Difguife had anfwer'd the Ends
fhe wore it for:---- A Crowd of Purchafers of ali De-

1

gesand Capacities were in 2 Moment. gather'd :abouit
, each endeavouring to out-bid the other, in offering
her a Price for her Embraces. — She liften’d to ‘em
all, and was not a little diverted in her Mind at the
Difappointment fhe fhou’'d give to {fo many, eich of
which thought himfelf fecure of gaining her. --—She
was told by “em all, that fhe was the moft lovely Wo-

man in the World ; and fomecry’d, Gad, fhe 2mighty
ltke my fine Lady Such-a-one, ——- naming her own
Name. She was naturally vain, and recciv'd no fmall
Pleafure in hearing herfelf prais'd, tho’ in the Perfon
of another, and a fuppos’d Proftitute ; but fhedifpatch’d
as foon as fhe cou’d all that had hitherto attack'd her,
when-fhe aw the accomplifh’d Beasiplaifir was making
his Way thro’ the Crowd as faft as he was able, to
reach the Bench fhe fat on. She had often feen him
in the Drawing-Room, -had talk’d with him ; but then
her Quality and repuited Virtue kept “him from ufin,
her with that Freedom fhe now expetted he wo:ll
0,
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do, and had difcover'd fomething ‘in him; which had
made her often think flie fhou'd not be difpleasd, if
he wou’d abate fome Part of his Referve, ---- Now
was the Time to have her Wifhes anfwer'd: <---'He
look’d in her Face, and fancy’d, as many others had
done, that fhe very much refembled that Lady whom
fhe really was ; but the vaft Difparity thefe appear'd be-
tween their Charaéters, prevented him from entertain-
ing even the moft diftant Thought that they coud be
the fame.---Headdréfs’d her at*firft with the afual Salu-
tations of her pretended Profefhion;as, Are yonengag'd,
Madam 2 —-Will you pérmitime to Soait on you home
after the Play 2----By Heaven, you are a fine Girl!--~
How long have yon us'd this Houfe ? -—- And {uch
like Queftions; but perceiving fhe 'had a Turn of Wit,
and a genteel Manner in her ‘Railléry, beyond what 1s
frequently to be-found among thofe Wretches, who
are -for the moft part Gentlewomen but by Necel-
'ﬁti]', Tew ‘of ‘em-having’had 'an Education fuitable to
what they 4ffeét to dppear, ‘he chang’d the Form -of
his Converfation, ‘#nd’ fiew'd her it was not becaufe
ke underftood: no bettér, ‘that'he had made ufe of Ex-
preffionsfo little polite,----Tri fide, théy weéreinfinitely
charm’d with each othér: He was tranfported to find
{o much-Beauty and Wit in a Woman, who he
doubted not but on very ea{g Terms he might ena
joy; and fhe*found-a vaft“deal -of Pleafure in con-
verfing with him in-this' free and utireftrain’d Manner,
They pafs'd their Time-4ll'the Play-with an-eqal Sa-
tisfaction ; ‘but when it‘was over; the found hierfelf in-
'volv’d‘in a Difficulty, Whih’béfore never enter’d-into
her Head, but which the knew not-well how to get
over, ---- The Paffion he ‘profels’d for' ker, “was'nbt
of that humble Natufe which can be content ‘with
diftant Adorations:----He refolv’d not to ‘part from
her without the Gratifications of thofe Defires the had
‘infpir'd ;-dnd. prefiming’on the Liberties which her
{uppos’d ‘Funtion dllow’d ofl, told her' fhe ‘muft ei-
‘ther go *with’him to -fome convénient 'Houfe of his
‘procuring, orpermit him'to whait on her to her own
| Ledgings.-gg
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Lodgings.---- Never had fhe been in {uch a Dilemma
Threeor four Times did fhe open her Mouth to confefs
‘her re2] Quality ; but theInfluence of her ill Stars pre-
vented it, by purting an Excufe into her Head, which
dic the Bufinefs as weli, and at the {ame Time did not
- take from her the Power of fecing and entertaining
him 2 fecond Time with the fame Freedom fhe had
donethis. -- - She toid him, fhe was under Obligations
to a Man who maintain’d her, and whom fhe durft not
difappoint, havicg promis’d to meet him that Night
at 2 Houfe hard by.-~— This Story {o like what thofe
Ladies fometimes tell, was not at all fufpected by
Beaxuplasfr; and affuring her he wou'd be far from
doing her a Prejudice, defir’d that in return for the
Pain be fhou'd {ufferin being deprivd of her Company
that Night, that the wou'd order her Affairs, {o as
not to render him unhappy the next. She gave a fo-
lemn Promife to be in the {ame Box on the Morrow
Evening ;and they took Leave of each ether; he to the
Tavern to drown the Remembrance of his Difappoint-
ment; fhe in a Hackney-Chair hurry’d home to in-
dulge Contemplation on. the Frolick . fhe had - taken,
defigning nothing lefs on her firft Reflections, than to
. keep the Promife fhe had made him, and hugging her-
feif with Joy, that fhe had the good Luck to-come
off undifcover’d. - .
.. But'thefe Cogitations. were but of a fhort Conti-
nuance, they vanifh’d with the Hurry of her Spirits,
and were {ucceeded by others. vaftly. different and rui-
nous: < All the Charms of Beanplas/ir came frefh into
her Mind ; fhe languifh’'d, fhe almoft dy’d for another
Opportunity of converfing with him ; and notall the
Admonitions of her Difcretion were effeCtual to oblige
her to deny laying hold of that whizh offer’d itfelf the
next Night. — She depended on the Strength of her
Virtue, to bear her fafe thro’ Tryals more dangerous
than fhe apprehended this to.be, and never having been
addrefs'd by him as Lady, —- was refolv'd to receive
his Devoirs as a Town-Miftrefs, imagining 2 world
of Satisfaltion to herfelf in engaging him in the C_ga-

| - radter
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raétér of fuch 2 one, and in obferving the Surprife he
wouldbe in to find himfelf refufed by a Woman, who
he fuppofed granted her Favourswithout Exception. ---
Strange and unaceountable were the Whimties fhe was
poflefs’d ‘of, --- wild and incoherent her Defires,---
unfix’d and undetermin’d her Refolutions, but in that
of feeing Beanplaifir in the Manner {he had lately done.
As for her Proceedings with him, or how a fecond
Time toefcape him, withoutdifcovering who the was,
fhe cou’d neither aflure herfelf, nor whither or not in
the laft Extremity the wou'd do fo.—-Bent, however,
on meeting him, whatever fhou’d be the Confequence,
fthe went out fome Hours before the Time of going
to the Plavhoufe, and took Lodgings in a I—Iou{% not
very far from it, intending, that if he fhou’d in{ift on
pafling fome Part of the Night with her, to carry
him there, thinking fhe might with more Security
to her Honour entertain him at a Place where fhe was
Miftrefs, than at any of his own chufing. - |
. 'Tne-appointed Hour being arriv’d, fhe had the
Satisfaction to find his Love in his Aliduity : He wras
there before her; and nothing cou’d be more tender
than the Manner in which he accofted her: Butfrom
the firft Moment {he came in, to that of the Play
being done, he continued to affure” her no Coniidera-
tion fhou’d prevail with him to part from her again,
as-the had done the Night betore ; and fhe rejoic’d to
think fhe had taken that Precaution of providiﬁg her-
felf with a Lodging, to which fhe thought {he might
invite him, without running any Rifque, -either of ier
Virtue or Reputation. --- Having told him fhe weat’d
admit of his accompanying her home, hé {feem’d per-
tectly fatisty’d ; and leading her to the Place,” which
was not above twenty Houfes diftant, wou'd have
order’d a Collation to be brought after them. But fhe
wou’d not permit it, tellin Eim {he was not’ one of
thofe who 4uffer’d th‘émfeﬁrcs to be treated at their
own Lodgings; and as foon fhe was come in," fent
a Servant, belonging to the Houfe, to provide 2 very
handfome Supper, and, Wine, and every Thing'fwas
ervd
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ferv’d to Table in 2 Manner which fhew’d the Dire&oy
neither wanted Money, nor was ignorant how. it
{hou'd be laid ont.

Tuis Proceeding, though it did not take from
him the Opinion that {l.e was what fhe appeared to
be, yet it gave him Thoughts of her, which he had
not before. —- He beiiev'd her a Miffrefs, but beiiev’d
her to be one of a {uperior Rank, and began to
imagine the Pofleflion of her would be much more
Expenfive than at firlt he had expeted: But not be-
ing of a2 Humour to grudge any 'IfhinF for his Plea-
{ures, he gave him{elf no farther Trouble, than- what
were occafioned by Fears of not having Money e-
nough to reach her Price, about him. ~

Sur P ER being over, which was intermixed with
2 valt deal of amorous Converfation, he began to ex-
plin him{elf more than he haddcne ; and both by
his Words and Behaviour let he know, he would-
not be denied that Happinefs the Freedoms fhe allow’d
had made him hope. --- It was in vain; fhe would
have retralled the Encouragement fhe had given:---
In vain fhe endeavoured to delay, till the next Meet-,
ing, the fulfilling of his Wifhes: - She had now gone
too far to retreat : --- He was bold; - he was refo-
lute: She fearful, --- confus’d, altogether unprepar'd
torefiftin fuch Encounters, and rendered more fo, by
the extreme Liking fhe had to him.--- Shock’d, how-
ever, at the Apprehenfion of really lofing her Honour,
fhe_ftruggled all fhe could; and was jult going to-re-
veal the wholeSecret of- her Name and Quality, when.
the Thoughts of the Liberty he had taken with her,
and thofe he ftiil continued te profecute, prevented
her, withreprefenting the Danger of being expos'd, and
the whole Affair made a Theme for publick Ridi-
cule. — Thus much, indeed, fhe told him, that fhe
was a Virgin, and- had aflumed this Manner of Be-
haviour only to engage him. But that he little re-
garded, or if be had, would have been far from o-
bliging him to defift; --- nay, ia the prefent burning
Eagernefs of Defire, tis probable, that had he been..

| - acquainted
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acquainted both with who and what fhe really was,
the Knowledge of her Birth would not have. influ-
enc’d him with Refpect {ufhicient to have curb’d the
wild Exuberance of hisluxurious Wifhes, or made him
in that longing, - that impatient Moment, change
the Form of his Addrefles, Infine, The was undone;
and he gain’d a Victory, fo highly rapturous, that
had he known over whom, 1{carce could he have
triumphed more. Her Tears, however, and the De-
ftraltion fhe appeared in, after the ruinous Extafy
was paft, as it heighten'd his Wonder, fo it abated
his Satisfation: --- He could not imagine for what
Recafon a Woman, who, if fhe intended not to be a.
Miflre’s, had counterfeited the Part of one, and taken
{fo much Pains to engage him, fhould lament a Con-
iequence which fhe could not but expeét; and till the
laft Teft, {cem’d inclinable to grant; and was both
furpris’d and troubled at the Myftery.--- He omitted
nothing that ke thought might make her eafy; and
ftill retaining an Opinion that the Hope of Interef:
had been the chief Motive which had led her-to a&:
in the Manner fhe had done, and believing that fhe
might know {o little of him, as to fuppofe, now fhe.
had nothing left to give, he might not make that-
Recompence fhe expected for her Favours: To put
her out of that Pain, he. pulled out of his Pocket a.
Purfe of Gold, entreating her to accept of that asan,
Earneft of what he intended to do for her; affuring
her, with ten thoufand Proteftations, that he would.
{pare nething, whieh his whole Eftate could purchafe,
to procure her Content.and Happinefs. This Treat-
ment made her quite forget the Part fhe had affum’d,
and throwing it from her with an Air of Difdain,
Is this aReward ( faid fbe) for Condefcentions, fuch.
as I haveyeilded to? ---Can all the Wealth you are pof-
{e{s’d of, make a Reparation for my Lofs of Honour? ~-.
Oh! no, I am undone beyond the Power of Heaven.
itfelf . to help me! --- She uttered many mare fuch
Exclamations; which. the amaz’d Beauplaifir heard,
without being able to seply to, till by Degrees fink-
. - ing
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ing from that Rage of Temper, her Eyes refumed
their {oitning Glances, and guefling at the Confter-
nation he was in, No, my dear Beauplaifir, (added
fke,) your Love alone can compenfate for the Shame
you have involved me 1n; be you fincere and con-
ftant, and I hereafter fhall, perhaps, be fatisfy’d with
my Fate, and forgive mylelf the Folly that betray'd
me to you. /

BEAUPL AISIR thought he could not have a
better Opportunity than thefe Words gave him of en-
quiring who fhe was, and wherefore fhe had feigned
herfelt to te of a Profeilion which he was now con-
vinc’d the was not; and after he had made a her thou-
{and Vows of an Afie€tion, as inviolable and ardent
as {te could wifh to find inhim, entreated {Le would
inform him by what Means his Happinefs had been
brought about, and alfo to whom he was indebted
for the Blits he had enjoy’d.--- Some Remains of yet
uncxtinguifted Modefty, and Senfe of Shame, made
Ler bluth exceedingly at this Demand ; but recollet-
ing herfelf in a little Time, fhe told him fo much of
the Truth, as to what related to the Frolick fhe had
taken of fatisfying her Curiofity in what Manner
Mifireffes, ot the Sort fhe appeared to be, were treat-
ed by thofe who addrefled them; but forbore difco-
vering her true Name and Quality, for the Reafons
fhe had done before, refolving, it he boafted of this
Affair, he fhould not have it 1n his Power to touch
her Chara&ter: She theretore {aid fhe was the Daugh-
ter of a Country Gentleman, who was come to
Town to buy Cloaths, and that fhe was call'd Fan-
tomma. He had ro Reafon to diftruft the Truth of
this Story, and was therefore fatisfy’d with it; but
did not doubt by the Beginning cf her Conduct, but
that in the End {te would be in Reallity, the Thing
fte {o artfully had counterfeited ; and had good Nature
enough to pity the Misfortunes he imagin’d would
be her Lot : But to tell her {o, or offer his Advice in
that Point, was not his Bufinefs, at leaft, as vet.

TRy
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THe v parted not till towards Morning; and fhe
oblig’d him to a willingVow of vifiting her the next Day
at Three in the Afternoon. It was too late for her
to go home that Night, therefore contented herfelf
with lying there. In the Morning fhe {ent for the
Woman of the Houle to come up to her; and eafily
perceiving, by her Manner, that fhe was a Woman
who might be influenced by Gifts, made her a Pre-
fent of a Couple of BroidPieces, and defir'd her, that
if the Geatleman, who had been thcre the Night be-
fore, fhould ask any Quelilons concerning her, that
he fhould be told, fhe was lately come out of the
Country, had lodg’d there about a Fortnight, and that
her Name was Fantomina. 1 fhall (alfo added [he)
lic but {eldom here; nor, indeed, ever come but in
thofc Times when [expet tomeet him: Twould, theye-
fore, have you order it {o, that he may think I am
but juft gone out, if he fhould happen by any Acci-
dent to call avhen I am not here; for I would nor,
for the World, have him imagine 1 do not conftant-
ly lodge here, The Landlady affur’d her fhe would do
every Thing as fhe deflired, and gave her co under-
ftand fhe wanted not the Gift of Secrecy.

Every Thing being ordered at this Home for
the Security of her Reputation, fhe repaired to the
other, wherc the eafily excufed to an unfufpeéling
Aunt, with whom fhe boarded, her having becn
abroad all Night, faying, fhe went with a Gentle-
man and his Lady in a Barge, to a little Country
Seat of theirs up the River, all of them defigning to
return the fime Evening; but that one f the Barge-
men happ’ning to be taken ill on the {udden, and no
other Waterman to be got that Night, they were
oblig’d to tarry till Morning. Thus did this Lady’s
Wit and Vivacity aflift her in all, but where it was
moft needful. --- She had Difcernment to forefee, and a-
void all thofeIils which might attend the Lofs of her
Reputatton,but was wholly blind tothofe of the Ruin of
her Virtue; and having managed her Affirs {o as to

fecure the one, grew perfetly ealy withthe Remem-
brance,
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Erance fhe had forfeited the other. --— The more fhe
refleCted on the Merits of Beauplaifir, the more fhe
excufed herfelf for what fhe had dore; and the Pro-
fpect of that continued Blis fhe cxpected to fhare
with him, took from her all Remor{e for having en-
gaged in an Affair which promifed her fo much Sa-
tissa&iion, and in which e found not the leaft Dan.
er of Mistortune. - If he is really (faid fbe, to her-
elf) the taithful, the conflant Lover he has fworn
to be, howw charming will be our Amour? ---- And
if he fhould te falfe, grow {atiated, like other Men,
I fhali but, at the worlt, have the private Vexation of
know ing I have ioft him ; --- the Intreague being a
Secret, my Difgrace willke fo too: ----1 fhallhear no
Whifters as 1 pafs,--- Sheis Forfaken: --- The odious
Word Forfaken will never wound my Ears ; nor will
my Wrengs excite either the Mirth or Pity of the
talking World: —-- It will not beevenin the Power of
my Undcer himfelf to triumph over me; and while
he langhs at, and perhapsdefpifes the fond, the yeilding
Fantomiin, he will revere and efteem the vituous,
the referv’d Lady. —- In this Manner did fhe applaud
her own Condud, and exnit with the Imagination
that {fe had more Prudence than all her Sex befide.
And it muft be confefled, indeed, that fhe preferved
an OF-onomy in the managementofthis Intreague,
beyond what almoft any Woman but herfelf ever
did: In the firft Piace, by making no Perfon in the
" World 2 Confident in it ; and in the next, in conceal-
ing from Beauplai(r himielf the Knowledge who fhe
was; for though fhe met him three or four Days in
a Week, at that Lodging fhe had taken for that
Purpofe, yet as much as he zmploy’d her Time and
Thoughts, fhe was never miis’d from any Aflembly
the had been accuftomed to frequent.--- The Bufinefs
of her Love has engrofs’d her till Six in the Evening,
‘and before Seven fhe has béen drefs’d in a different
Habit, and in another Place.-~Slippers, and a Night-
Gown loofcly flowing, has been the Garb in which
ke has left the languifhing Fantomna; -— La”c’cii, anril
. adorn’
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adorn’d with all the Blaze of Jewels, has he, in lefs
than an Hour after, beheld at the Royal Chapel, the
Palace Gardens, Drawing-Room, Opera, or Play, the
Haughty Awe-infpiring Lady--- A thoufand Times
has he ftood amaz'd at the prodigious Likenefs be-=
tween his little Miftrefs, and this Court Beauty ; but
was ftill as far from imagining they were the fame,
as he was the firft Hour he had accofted her in the
Playhoufe, though it is not impoflible, but that her
Refemblance to this celebrated Lady, might keep his
Inclination alive fomething longer than otherwife
they would have been ; and t%at it was tothe Thoughts
of this (as he {uppofed) unenjoy’d Charmer, fhe
mfnir_‘d in great meafure the Vigour of his latter Car-
refles.

Bur he varied not o much from his Sex as to
be able to prolong Defire, to any great Length after
Pofleflion : The rifled Charms of Fantomina ioon loft
their Poinancy, and grew taftlefs and infipid ; and
when the Seafon of the Year inviting the Company
ta the Bath, fhe offer'd to accompany him, he made
an Excufe to go without her. She eafily perceivd
his Coldnefs, and the Reafon why he pretended her
going would be inconvenient, and endur’d as much
from the Difcovery as any of her Sex could do: She
diffembled it, however, before him, and took her
Leave of him with the Shew of no other Concern
than his Abfence occafion’'d: But this fhe did to take
from him all Sufpicion of her following him, as
fhe intended, and had already laid a Scheme for. ---
From her firft finding out that he defign’d to leave
her behind, fhe plainly faw it" was for no other Rea-
fon, than that being tir’d of her Converfation, he was
willing to be at liberty to purfue new Conquefts;
and wifely confidering that Comphaints, Tears, Swoon~ -
in{gs, and all the Extravagancies which Women make
ufe of in {uch Cales, have httic Prevailance over 2
Heart inclin’d to rove, and only{erve to render thofe
who praltife them more contemptible, by robbing
them of that Beauty which alone can bring back the

' N 2 fugity g
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fugitive Lover, fte refolved to take another Courfe ;
ad remembrirg the Height of Tranfport {he enjoy-
ed when the agreeable Beauplaifir kneel'd at her Feet,
imploring her firft Favours, fhe long’'d to prove the
fame again. Not but 2 Woman of her Beauty and
Accompiifr ments might have beheld a Thoufand in
that Condition Beanplaifir had been; but with her
Sex’s Modefty, fhe had not alfo thrown off another
Virteeequally valuable, tho’generally unfortunate, Con-
fiancy : Sheloved Beasplaijir 5 itwasonly he whofe Soli-
cizaations could give her Pleafure; and had fhe {feen the
whoie Spectesdc {parring, dying for her fake, it might,
rerhaps, have been aSaasfation to her Pride, but none
to her moretender Inclination. --- Her Defign was once
moretoeacage him.rohearhim figh,to fee him languifh,
tofec! the ft enucus Preflures of his eager Arms, to le
ccmpeiled, to te iweetly forc’d to what fhe wifled
with equai Ardour, was what{ke wanted, and what
fre hud form’d a Stratagem to obtain, i which fle
premis’d herfelf Succels.

Sk £ no fooner heard he had left the Town, than
making 2 Pretence to her Aunt, that {he was going
to vifit 2 Reiaticn in the Country, went towards
Bath, atterded but by two Servants, who fke found
Rezfons to quarrel with cn the Road anddifcharg’d :
Clothing herfelf in a Habit fhe had brought with
her, fte foricok the Ceach, and went into 2 Wag-
son, in which Equipage fhe arriv’d at Barh. The
Drefs {i e was 1n, was a round-car’'d Cap, a fhort Red
Petticoat, and a little Jacker of Grey Stuff; all the
relt of her Accoutrements were anfwerable to thefz,
and jcin'd with a broad Country Dialeét, a rude un-
polifiid Air, which fl.e. having been bred in thef
Parts, knew very well how to imitate, with her
Hair and Eye-brows biack'd, made it impoffible for
her 0 be known, or t2ken for anv other than what
fhe {eem’d, Thus difeuis’d did fhe offer herfelf to
Service in the Houfe where Beanplai v lodg’d, ha-
ving made it her Bufinels to find out immediately
where he was. Notwithftanding this Metamorphefis

{he
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the was thill extremely prerty ;and the Miftrefs of the
Houle happening at that Time to want a Maid, was
very glad of the Opportunity of taking her, She
was prefently receiv’d into the Family; and had a
Poft m it, ({uch asfhe would have chofe, had the
been leit at her Literty,) that of making the Gentle-
men's Beds, getting them their Breaktafts, and
waiiing on them in their Chambers. Fortune in
this Exploit was extremely on her fide; there were
ny others of the Male-Sex in the Houfe, than an
old Gentleman, who had loft the Ufe of his Limbs
with the Rheamari{m, and'had come thither for the
Benehit of the Waters, and her belov’d Beauplaiir; {o
that fhe was in no Apprehenfions of any Amorous Vio-
lence, but where fhe wifh'd to find ir. Nor were her
Defigns difappointed : He was fir'd with the firft
Sight of her; and tho’ he did not prefintly take any
farther Notice of her, than giving her two or thiee
hearty Kiffes, yet fhe, who now underftood that
Language but too well, ealily {aw they were the
Prelude to more fubftantal Joys. -- - Coming the
next Morning to bring his Chocolate, as he had or-
der'd, he catch’d her by the pretty Leg, which the
Shortnefs of her Petticoat did not it the ieaft oppofe ;
then pulling her gently to him, ask’d her, how Jong fhe
had been at Service? ---- How many Sweetheaits the
had? It fhe had ever been in Love? and many other
fuch Queftions, behtting oneof the Degree the appeard
to be: All whichfhe anfwer'd with {fuch feeming In-
nocence, as more enflam’d the amorous Heart of
him who talk’d to her, He compelled her to fit in his
Lap;and gazing on her bluthing Beauties, which, if
poflible, recetv’d Addition from her plain and rusal
Drefs, he {con loft the Power of containing him-
felf, ---- His wild Defires burft out in all his Words
and Actions; he cail'd her little Angel, Cherubim,
fwore he muft enjoy her, though Death were to
be the Confeqence, devour’d her Lips, her Breafts
with greedy Kifles, held to hisburning Bofom her half-
ylelding, halt-reluétant Body,nor {uffer’d her to get lcoi'e]i
. N 3 tl
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tili he had ravaged ail, and glutted each rapacious
Senfe with the {weet Beaaties of the pretty Celia,
for that was the Name fhe bore in this {fecond Ex-
pedition. ---- Generous as Literality itfelf to all who
gave him Joy this way, he gave her 2 handfome
Sum of Goid, which fke durft not now refufe, for
fear of creating fome Miftruft, and lofing the Heart
fre {o lately had regain’d; therefore taking it with an
kumble Curtefy, and a well counterfeited Shew of
Surprife and Joy, cryd, O Law, Sir! what muft I
do for ail this? He lacghed at her Simplicity, and
kiffing her agzin, tho’ leis ferventiy than he had done
Fefore, bad hernot be out of the Way when he came
cme at Night. Ste promis’d the would not, and
ve:v otediznny kept her Word.

His Stav a: Dams exceeded not 2 Month 5 but in
t~at Time his {uppos’d Country Lafs hzd perfecuted
him fo much with ter Fondoefs, that in {pite of
the Eagernels with which be firft enjoy’'d her, he
vras at jaft grown more weary of her, than he had
been of Fantomina ; which fhe perceiving, would not
ke troubleflome, but quitting her Service, remained
privately in the Town till fte heard he was on his
Returp; and in that Time provided herfelf of another
Difguife to carry on athird Plot, which her inventing
Brain had furnifhed her with, once more to renew
his twice-decay’d Ardours. The Drefs fhe had order'dto
te made, was{uch as Widows wearin their firft Mourn-
ing, wrhich, together with the moft affliGted and
renitential Counternance that ever was feen, was no
{mal] Alteration to her who us’d to feem all Gaie-
tv. -—- To add to this, her Hair, which fhe was ac-
cuftlom’d to wear very loofe, both when Fantomina
znd Celia, was now ty'd back fo ftrait, and her Pin-
ners coming fo very forward, that there was none
cf it to be feen. In fine, her Habir and her Air
were fo much chzng’d, that fhe was not more diffi-
cuit to ke known in the rude Country Gir/, than fhe
was now in the forrowful Widow.

SHE
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Sue knew that Beanplailtr came alone in his Cha-
riot to the Bark, and in the Time of her being Ser-
vant in the Houfe where he lodg’d, heard nothing of
any Body that was to accompany him to London, and
hop’d he woud return in the fame Manner he had
gone : She therefore hird Horfes and a Man to at~
tend her to an Inn about ten Miles on this fide Bazs,
where having dilcharg’d them, fhe waited till the
Chariot fhould come by; which when it did, and fhe’
faw that he was alone in it, fhe call’'d to him that
drove it to ftop a Moment, and going to the Door
{aluted the Mafter with thefe Words :

Tue Diftrefs’d and Wretched, Sir, ((id fhe,) never
fail to excite Compaflion in a generous Mind; and I
hope I am not deceiv’d in my Opinion that yours is
{fuch: ---- You have the Appearance of a Gentleman,
and cannot, when you hear my Story, refufe that Af-
fiftance which is in your Power to give to-an un-
happy Woman, who without it, may be render’d the
moft miferable of all created Beings. .'

It would not be very eafy to reprefent the Sur-
prife, fo odd an Addrefs created in the Mind of him
to whom it was made. -+-- She had not the Appear-
ance of one who wanted Charity; and what other
Favour fhe requird he cou’d not conceive : But tel-
ling her, fhe might command any Thing in his Pow-
ery gave her Encouragement to declare herfelf in this
M:nner : You may judge, (refumed fbe,) by the me--
lancholy Garb I am in, that I have lately loft all that
ought to be valuableto Womankind ; but it isimpoffible
for you to guefs the Greatnefs of my Misfortune, un-
lefs you had known my Husband, who was Mafter
of every Perfeftion to endear him to a Wife’s Af-
feCtions, ---- But, notwithftanding, I look on my- -
{elf as the moft unhappy of my Sex in out-living
him, I muft {o far obey the Diltates of my Difcre-
tion, as to take care of the little Fortune he left be-
hind him, which being in the Hands of a Brother of
his in London, will be all carry’d off to Holland, where
he is going to fettle; if I reach not the Town be-

N 4 fore
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fore he leaves it, I am undone for ever.-—- To which
End I left Briffol, the Place where we liv’d; hoping
to get a Place in the Stage at Barh, but they were
all taken up Eefore I came ; and being, by a Hurt I
ﬁot in a Fail, render’d incapable ot travelling any
ug Jourrey on Horfeback, I have no Way to go to
Londen, 2nd muft be inevitably ruin'd in the Lofs of
all I have on Earth, without you have goed Nature

enough to zdmit me to take Part of your Chariot.
HerE the feigned Widow ended her forrowful
Tale, which had teen feveral Times interrupted by a
Parenthefis of Sighs and Groans; and Beauplaifir,
with a comphifant and tender Air, aflur’d her of his
‘Rezdirefs to ferve her in Things of much greater
Confequerce than what fe defird of him ; and told
her, it would be sn Impodibility of denying a Placein
his Chariot to a Lady, who he could not behold
without yielding one in his Heart. She anfwered
the Compliments he made ber but with Tears,
which feem’d to ftream in fuch abundance from her
Eyes, that fhe could not keep her Handkerchief
from her Face one Moment. Being come nto the
Chariot, Beanplaifir faid athoufand handfome Things
to perfwade her from giving way to {o violent a
Grief, which, he told her, would not only be diftru-
&ive to Ler Beauty, but likewife her Health. But all
his Endeavours for Confolement appear’d ineffectual,
and he began to think he fhould have but a dull Jour-
ney, in the Company of one who feem’d {o obfti-
nately devoted to the Memory of her dead Husband,
that there was no getting 2 Word from her on any
other Theme : — But bethinking himfelf of the cele-
brated Story of the Epbeftan Matron,it came into his
Head to make Tryal, fhe who feem’d equally fuf-
ceptible of Sarrow, might not alfo be fo too of Love;
and having began a Difcourle on almoft every other
Topick, 2nd finding her {till incapable of anfwering,
refolv’d to putit to the Proof, it this would have
no more Effet to rouze her fleeping Spirits : ---—
With a gay Alr, therefore, though accompany’d Vfﬁh
C
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the greateft Modefty and Refpect, he turned the Con-
verfation, as though without Defign, on that Joy-gi-
ving Paffion, and foon difcover'd that was-indeed the
Subjeét fhe was beft pleas’d to be entertdined with ;
for-on his giving her a Hint to begin upon, never
any Tongue run more voluble than hers, on the pro-
digious Power it had to influence the Souls of thofe
poflefs'd of it, to Actions even the moft diftant from
their Intentions, Principles, or Humours, ---- From
that fhe pafs'd to a Defcription of -the Happinefs ot
mutual AffeGtion; ---the unfpeakahle Extafy of thofe
who meet with equal: Ardency; and reprefented it in
‘Colours {o lively, and:difclos'd by the Gefturks with
which her Words were accompany’d, and the ‘Accent
of her Voice {o true a Feeling of what fhe {aid, that
Beanuplaifir, without being as ftupid, as he was real-
ly the contrary, could not avoid perceiving there were
Seeds of Fire, not yet extinguifh'd, in this fair Wi-
dow’s Soul, which wanted but the kindling Breath
of tender Sighs to light into a Blaze. -----He now
thought himfelf as fortunate, as {fome Moments be-
fore %e had the Rever{e; and doubted not, but, that
before they parted, he thould -find a2 Way to dry the
Tears of this lovely Mourner, to the Satistaétion of
them both. He did not, however, offer, as he had
done to Fantomina and Celia, to urge his Paflion di-
reCtly to her, but by a thoufand little foftning- Arti-
fices, which he well knew how toufe, gave her leave
to guefs he was enamour'd: When they camé¢ to the
Inn where they were to lie, he declard himfelf
fomewhat more freely, and perceiving fhe did not
vefent it paft Forgivenefs, grew more encroaching
ftill : ---- He now took the Liberty of kifling away
her Tears, and catching:the Sighs as theyiflued from
her Lips ; telling her it Griet was infe&ious, he was
refolv’d to have his Share; protefting he wouldgladly
exchange Paflions with her, -and be content to bear
hér Load of Sorrow, if the would as wiilingly eafe
the Burden of his Love. ---- She faid little in an-
{wer to the firenuous Preflures with-which-at-laft he

veatur'd
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ventur'd to enfold her, but not thinking it Decent,
for the Charadter fhe bad afflum’d, toyeild {fo {fudden-
iy, and unable to deny both his and her own Inclina-
tions, fhe counterfeited a fainting, and fell motionlefs
upon his Breaft.--~He had no great Neotion that fhe
was in a real Fit, and the Room they fupp'd in hap-
penmg to have a Bed m it, he took her in his Arms
and ]aid her on it, believing, that whatever her Dif-
temper was, that was the moft proper Place to con-
vey her to, —— He laid himfelf down by her, and en-
deavour’d to bring her to herfelf; and {he was too
grateful to her kind Phyfician at her returning Senfe,
to remove from the Pofture he had put her ia, with-
out his Leave,

It may, perhaps, feem flrange that Beasplaifir
fould in fuch near Intimacies continue ftill deceiv'd:
I know there are Men who will {wear it 1s an Im-
poft:biity, and that nwo Difguife could hinder them
from kaowing 2 Woman they had cnce enjoy’d.
In anfwer to thefe Scruples, I can only fay, that be-
fides the Alteration which the Change of Drefs made
in her, fhe was {fo admirably skiil'd in the Art of
feigning, that fhe had the Power of putting on al-
moft what Face fhe pleas’d, and knew {o exactly
hovr to form her Behaviour to the Character fhe re-
prefented, that all the Comedians at both Playhoules
are infinitely fhort of her Performances: She could
vary her very Glances, tune her Voice to Accents the
moft different imaginable from thofe inwhich fhefpoke
when fhe appear'd herfelf. —— Thefe Aids from Na-
ture, Join'd to the Wiles of Art, and the Diftance be-
tween the Place§ where the imagin’d Fantomins
and Celia were, might very well prevent his having
‘any Thought that they were the {fame, or that the
fair Widow was either of them : It never {fo much as
enterd his Head, and though ke did fancy he obfer-
ved in the Face of the latter, Features which
were not altogether unknown to him, yet he could
notrecolle@ when or where he had known them ; ---
and being told by her, that from her Birth, fhe bad

neves
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never remov’d from Briffol, a Place where he neve
was, he reje&ted the Belief of having feen her, and
fuppos'd his Mind had been deluded by an Idea of
fome other, whom fhe might have a Refemblance
of. ~
Tukvy pafls'd the Time of their Journey in as
much Happinefs as the moft luxurious Gratification
ot wild Defires could make them ; and when they
came to the End of it, parted not without a. mutual
Promife of {eeing each other often. ---- He toid her -
to what Place fhe fhould dire€t a Letter to him; and
fhe aflur'd him fhe would fend to let him know
where to come to her, as foon as fhe was fixed in
Lodgings. ‘
SHE %ept her Promife; and charm’d withthe Con-
tinuance of his eager Fondnefs, went not home,
but into private Lodgings, whence fhe wrote to
him to vifit her the firft Opportunity, and-enquire
for the Widow Bloomer, ---- She had no {ooner dif~
patched this Billet, than fhe repaird to the Houfe
where fhe had lodg’d as Fanromina, charging the
People it Beauplaifir fhould come there, not to let.
him know fhe had been out of Town. ‘From thence-
fhe wrote to him, in a different Hand, a long Letter
of Complaint, that he had been fo cruel in not fend-
ing one Letter to her all the Time he had been abe
fent, entreated to {ee him, and concluded with fub-
{cribing herfelf his unalterably Affe&ionate Fantom:-
na. She received in one Day Anfwers to both thefe, .
The firlt contain’d thefe Lines: -

Ty

To the Charming Mrs, BLOOMER,

T wonld be impoffile, my Angel! for me to ex-
prefs the thou(andth Part of that Infinity of
Tranfport, the Sight of your dear Letter gave me, =
Never was Women, forni’d to charm like yon: Never
did any look like you, ~--- write like yon, --- blefs like
jo#s5 ===~ nor 4id ever Man adore as I do, —- Since

Yeflerdny
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Yeflerday we parted, I have feemi’d a Body withont a
Sowl; and had you not by this mfpiring Billet, gave me
new Life, I know not what by Ti-morrow I fhould
bave been. -~ I will be with you. this Evening about
Frve: — 0, ’tis an Age till then! -—- But the cuy-
fed Formaliies of Duty oblige me to Dine With my
Lord —-wkonever rifes from Table till that Hour ;---
therefore Adiew till then fweet lovely Mifirefs of the
Sousl and all the Facalies of

- Your moft faithful,

BEAvurLAlgg,

_The other was in this Manner:

To the Lovely FANTOMINA, °

F you were half fo fenfible as you onght of your

own Power -of charming, you would be affur'd,
swat to be unfaitbful or snknd to you, would be a-
mong the Thincs that are sn their very Natures Im-
poffibiities—-It was my Misfortune, not my Fault, that
yose were not periecated every Poft with a Declaration of
my snchanging Paffim 5 but I had unluckily forgor the
Name of the Woman at wkofe Henfe yoi ave, and knew
rot bow to form a Diredion that it might come [afe
20 your Havds. ~-— And, indeed, the Reflection Fow
o might miconfirne my Sileice, brought me 1o Town
[orze Weeks fooner than I intended. ---- If you knew
bow I keve languiflid to renew thofe Bleffings I am
termitted to enjoy i your Society, yon would rather
pity than co:demn

Your ever faithful,
BEAUPLAISIR,

F. &
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.P.S. Ifear I cannos feeyon till To-morrow:; forse Bu-
finefs has unluckily fallen out. that will engrofs -my
Hours till then. ---- Once more, my Dear, Adien. -

TrAaYTOR! (cry’d fhe,) as {foon as fhe had read
them, ’tis thus our filly, fond, believing Sex are ferv'd
when they put Faith in Man :-So had I been deceiv’d”
and cheated, had I like the reft believ'd, and fat down -
mourning in Abfence, and vainly waiting recoverd -
Tendernefles. —- How do fome Women (continged
fhe) make their Life a Hell, burning in fruitiels Ex-
pectations, and dreaming out their Days in Hopes
and Fears, then wake at laft to all the Horror of
Difpair ? —-- But T have outwitted even the moft
Subtle of the deceiving Kind, and while he thinks’
to fool me, is himfelf the only beguiled Perfon. |

Sue made herfelf, moft certainly, extremely happy
in the RefleGtion on the Succefs of her Stratagems ;
and while the Knowledge of his Inconftancy and Le- -
vity of Nature kept her from having that real Ten- -
dernefs for him fhe would elfe have had, fhe found
the Means of gratifying the Inclination fhe had for
his agreeable Perfon, in as full 2 Manner as fhe could
wifh. She had all the Sweets of Love, but as yet had
tafted none of the Gall, and was in a State of Con-
tentment, which might be envy’d by the more De~
licate. - ~ |

W nenN the expe€ted Hour arriv’d, fhe found that
her Lover had loft no part of the Fervency with -
which he had parted from her; but when the next
Day fhe receiv’d him as Fantomina, fhe perceiv’d a
prodigious Difference ; which led her agin into
Refleftions on the - Unaccountablenels of Men’s
Fancies, who ftill prefer the laft Conqueft, only be-
caufe it 1s the lalt. ---- Here was an evident Proof of
it; for there could not be a Difference in Merit, be-
caufe they: were the fame Perfon; but the Widow
Bloomer wis a mcre new Acquaintance than Fanto- -
mina, and therefore efteem’d move valuable. This,
indeed, mult be faid of Beanplaifir, that he had a

greater
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greater Share of good Nature than moft of his Sex,
who, for the moft part, when they are weary of an
Intreague, break it entirely off, without any Regard
to the Defpair of the abandon’d Nymph. Thoughhe
retain’d no more than a bare Pity and Complaifance
for Fantomma, yet believing thelov’d him toan Excef,
would not entirely forfake her, though the Continu-
ance of his Vifits was now become rather a Penance
than a Pieafure. ~
Tee Widow Bloomer triumph’d fome Time lon-
over the Heart of this Inconftant, but at length
Sway was at an End, and fhe funk in this Cha-
raler, to the fame Degree of Taftlefnefs, as the had
done before in that of Fantomina and Celia, —---
She prefently perceiv’d it, but bore it as fhe had
atways done; 1t being but what fhe expefted, fhe
bad prepar'd herfelf for it, and had another Proje&t
in emério, which fhe {oon ripen’d into Achon. She
did not, indeed, compleat it altogether {o fuddenly as
fhe had done the others, by reafon there muft be
Perfons employ’d in it; and the Averfion fhe had to
any Confidents i her Affairs, and the Caution with
which {he had hitherto ated, and which fhe was ftill
determin’d to continue, made it very difficult for
herto find aWay without breaking thro' that Refolu-
tion to compafs what fhe wifh’d. - She got over
the Difficulty at laft, however, by proceeding in a
Manner, if poffible, more extraordinary than all her
former Behaviour :— Muflling herfelf up in her
Hood- one Day, fhe went into the Park about the
Hour when there are a great many neceflitous Gen-
tlemen, who think themfelves above doing what
they call little Things for a Maintenance, wal%ing in
the Mall, to take a Camelion Treat, and fill their Sto-
machs with Air inftexd of Meat. Two of thofe,
who by their Phyfiognomy fhe thought moft pro-
per for her Purpofe, fhe beckon'd to come to her;
and taking them into 2 Walk more remote from
Company, began to communicate the Bufinels the

had with tem in thefe Words: I am {enfible, Gens-
ﬂem?ﬂ;
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tlemen, ((#id (be,). that, through the Blindnefs of
Fortune, and Partiality of the World, Merit frequently
goes unrewarded, and that thofe of the beft Pretentions

meet with the leaft Encouragement : --- I ask your.
Pardon, (continued (be,) perceiving they feem’d {ur-

pris’d, if I am miftaken in the Notion, that you two
may, perhaps, be of the Number of thofe who have
Reafon to complain of the Injuftice of Fate ;- but if
youare fuchas I'take you for, havea Propoal to make
you, which may be of fome little Advantage to you.
Neither of them made any immediate Anfwer, but
appear’d bury’d in Confideration tor fome Moments,
At length, We fhould, doubtlefs, Madam, ( fn’d one if
them,) willingly core into any Meafuresto oblige you,
provided they are fuch as may bring us into no Dan-

r, either as toour Perfonsor Reputations. Thatwhich
%erequire of you, (refumed fhe,) has nothing in it cri-
minal: All that I defire is Secrecy in what you are in-
trufted, and to difguife yourfelves in fuch a Manner
as you cannot be known, if hereafter feen by:the Per-
fon on whom you are to impofe. --- In fine, the Bu-
finefs is only an innocent Frolick, but if blaz’d abroad,
might be taken for too great a Freedom in me: --.-
Therefore, if you refolve to aflift me, here are five
Pieces to drink my Health, and affure you, that I
have not difcours’'d you on an Affair, I defign not
to proceed in ; and when it isaccomplifi’d fifty more
lie ready for your Acceptance. Thefe Words, and,
above all, the Money, whici was a Sum which, -
’tis probable, they had not feen of a long Time; made
them immediately affent to all he defir'd, and prefs
for the Beginning of their Employment: Bat Things
were not yet ripe for Execution ; and ~fhe told
them, that the next Day they fhould be let into. the
Secret, charging them to meet her in the fame Place
at an Hour fhe appointed. °Tis hard to fay, which
of thefe Parties went away belt pleas’d; #hey, that
Fortune had fent them {o unexpetted a Windfall; or

fbe, that fhe had found Perfons, who appeared fo
well qualified to lerve her. -

InpE-
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INDEFATIGABLE in the Purfuit of what{oevér her
Humour was bent upon, fhe had no {fooner left her
new-engag'd. Emiflaries, than {he went in fearch of
a Houfe for the compleating her Proje&t. ----'Sheé
pitch’d on one very large, ard magnificently furnifh-
ed, which fhe hird by the Week, giving them the
Money before-hand, to prevent any Inquiries. The
next Day fhe repaired to the Park, srhere fhe met
the punctual ‘Squires of low Degree; and ordering
them to foliow her to the Houfe fhe had taken, told
them they muft condeicend to appear like Servants,
amd . gave eaca of them a very rich- Livery. Then
writing a Letter to Beauplaifir, in 2 Charatter valtly
different from either of thofe fhe had made ufe of,
as Fantomma, or the fair Widow Bloomer, order’d
one of them to dejiver it into his own Hands, to
bring back an Aniwer, and to be careful that he
fifted out nathing of the Truth, -—-1 do not
fear, (faid fbe,) that you thould difcover to him who
I am, becaufe that is a Secret, of which you your-
{elves are ignorant ; but I would have you be {o
careful in your Replies, that he ‘may not think the
Concealment {prings from any other Reafons than
your great Integrity to your Truft. —~-- Seem there-
fore to know my whole Affairs; and let your refu-
fing to make him Partaker in the Secret, appear to
be only the Efle& of your Zeal formy Intereftand Re-
putation. Promifes of entire-Fidility on the one fide,
and Reward on the other, being paft, the Meflenger
made what hafle ke could to the Houle of Beanpla:-
frr; and being there told where he might find him,
perforov’d exactly the Injunction that had been given
him. But never Aftonifhment exceeding that which
Beauplaiir telt at the reading this Billet, in which
be found thefe Lines: |

]
_ »
L)
] » -
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To the All-conquering BEAUPLAISIR, |

Imagine not that ’tis & new Tning to you, to be
I told, yous are the greateft Charm in Nature to our
Sex : I fhall therefore, not to pll np my Letter with
any fmpertinent Praifes on your Wit or Perfon, only teil
yos, that I ame infiuite in Love with both, and if you
have & Heart not too deeply engag'd, fhould think my-
felf the bappieft of my Sex in being capable of infpiring
it with forne Tendernefs. ---- There is but one Thing i
my Power to er‘}qé yos, which _fs the Knowledge of
my Name, which believing the Sight of my Face will
render no Secret, you muft not take it ill that I con-
ceal from you. ---- The Bearer of this is a Perfon [
can truft; fend by bim your Anfwer; but wpdeavony
not to dive into the Meaning of this Myftery, which
will be impoffible for you to unravel, and at the fame
Time wery much difoblige me : -—- But that you may
be in no Apprehenfions of ‘being imposd on by a Wp-
map unwortry of your Regard, I will venture to affure
you, the firft and greateft Men in the Kingdom, would
think themfelves bleff 1o have that Influence over.me
youz have, though unknown to yourfelf acquir'd, --- Byt
I need not go about to raife your Curiofety, by giving
you any Idea of what my Perfon is ; if you think fit to
be (atisfied, refolve to vttt me To-morrow about Three
in the Afternoon ; and though my Face. is hid, you (hall
not wame [ufficiens Demonfiration, that (he who takes
tuefe unufual Meafures to commence a Friendfhip
with you, is neither Old, nor Deform’d. Till then I
ain, S
Yours,

INcogNnITAL

He had fcarce come to the Conclufion, before ile
ask’d the Perfon who brought it, from what Place
he came ; -~-- the Name of the Lady he ferv’d; -~

- T | | if
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it the were a2 Wife, or Widow, and feveral other
Queftions directiy oppofite to the DireCtions of the
Letter; but Silence would have avail’d him as much
as did all thofe Teftimonies of Curiofity : No Iralian
Bravo, employ’d in a Bufinefs of the like Nature,
perform’d his Office with more Artifice; and the
impatient Enquirer was convinc'd, cthat nothing bug
comg as he was delird, could give him any Light
into the Charalter of the Woman who declar’d
fo violent a Paffion for him ; and little fearing any
Confequence which could enfue from fuch an En-
counter, refolv’d to reft fatisfy’d till he was inform’d
of every Thing from herfelf, not imagining this Iz-
coguita varied io much from the Generality of her
Sex, as to be able to refufe the Knowledge of any
Thing to the Man fhe lov’d with that Tranfcenden.
cy of Paflion fke profels’d, and which his many
Succefles with the Ladies gave him Encouragement
enough to believe. He therefore took Pen and Paper,
and an{wer’d her Letter in Terms tender enough
for a Man who had never feen the Perfon to whom
he wrote. The Words were as follows : .

To the Obliging and Witty
| INCOGNIT A,

Hough to tell me I am happy enough to be Lik'd

- by aWoman, fuch, as by your Manner of Writing,

I smagme you to be, is an Honour which I can never

[afficiently acknowledge, yet I know not how I am
able to content myfelf with admirmg the Wonders of
your Wit alone : I am certain, a Soul like yosrs muft
fhine in your Eyes with a Vivacity, which muft blefs
all they loock on. —— I (hall, however, endeavosr to

refiram myfelf in thofe Bounds you are pleasd to fet

me, till ét e Knowledge of my imviolable Fediliry, 1

may be thotght worthy of gazing on that Heaven I

am now but to enjoy in Contemplation . -— Yos need not

gonbt my glad Compliance with your obliging Sﬂmg_zzm :

ere
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There is & Charm in your Lines, which gives too fwees’
an Idea of their lovely Author to be refified. —--- 1 am
all impatient for the blifsful Moment, which is to throw
me at yowur Feet, and give me anOpportunity of convin-
cing yow that I am, |

Your everlafting Slave,
BEAUPLAISIR,

Noraineg could be more pleas’d than fhe, to
whom it was direted, at the Receipt of this Let-
ter; but when fhe was told how inquifitive he had -
been concerning her Charater and Circumftances,
fhe could not forbear laughing heartily to think of
the Tricks fhe had play’'d him, and applauding her
own Strength of Genius, and Force of Refolution,
which by fuch unthought-of Ways could triumph
over her Lover’s Inconftancy, and render that very
Temper, which to other Women is the greateft
Curfe, a Means to make herfelf more blefs'd, -----
Had he been faithful to me, -(faid fhe, to herfelf,)
either as Fantomina, or Celia, or the Widow Bloomer,
the moft violent Paffion, if it does not change its
Objeét, in Time will wither: Pofleflion naturally
abates the Vigour of Defire, and I fhould have had,
at beft, but a cold, infipid, husband-like Lover in
my Arnis ; but by thefe Arts of paffing on him as -
a new Miftrefs whenever the Ardour, which alone
makes Love a Blefling, begins to diminifh, for the-
former one, [ have him alwaysraving, wild, impati-
ent, longing, dying.,~—- O that all negleted Wives, -
and fond abandon’d Nymphs would take this Me-
thod! --- Men would be caught in there own Snare,
and have no Caufe to fcorn our ealy, weeping,
wailing Sex ! Thus did fhe pride herfelt as it {ecure
fhe never fhould have any Reafon to repent the pre- -
fent Gaiety of her Homour. The Hour drawing -
near in which he was to come, fhe drefs'd herfelf in
as magnificent 2 Manner,as if fhe wereto bethat Night -

| at
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ataBallat Court, er.deavouring to repair the want of
thole Beauties which the Vizard fhould conceal, by
fetring forth the others with the greareft Care and
Exzcirefs. Her fine Shape, and Air, and Neck, ap-
peard to great Advantage; and by that which wasto
be feenof her, one mightkelieve thereftto be perfeci-
ly agreeabie. Beanplaifir was predigioufly charm’d, as
well with her Appearance, as with the Manner fhe
entertain’d him : But though he was wild with Im-
patience for the Sight of a Face which belong’d to
fo exquifite 2 Body, yer he would not immediately
prefs for it, telieving before he lett her he fhould-
eafily obtain that Satisfaction. — A noble Collation
being over, he began to fue for the Performance of
her Promife of granting every Thing he could ask,
excepting the Sight of her Face, and Knowledge of
her Name. It would hive been a ridiculous Piecc of
Afiedtion in ker to have feem’d coy in complying
with what {he herfelf had been the firft in defiring:
She yeilded without even a Shew of Reluftance:
And 1if there ke any true Felicity inan Amour {uch
as thelrs, both here enjoy'd it to the full. But not in
the Heighth of all their mutual Raptures, could he -
prevail oa ker to fazisfy his Curiofity with-the Sight
of her Face : She told him that the hop'd he knew {o
much of her, asmight {erve to convince him, fhe was
not unworthy of his tenderelt Reg:rd; and if e cou'd
not content himfelf wiih that which fhe was wilng
to reveal, and which was the Conditions of their
meeting, dear as he was to her, fhe would rather
part with kim for ever, than confent to gratify an
uifittivenels, which, in her Orinion, had no Bufi-

nefs with his Love. It was in vain that he endea- .
-vour’d to make her fenfible of her Miftake; and that
this Reftraint was the greateft Enemy imaginable to
the Happinefs of them both: She was not to be per-
{waded, and he was oblig’d to defift his Solicitations,
‘though determin’d in his Mind to compafs what he
fo ardeatly defu’d, before he left the Houfe. .He
then turned the Difcourle wholly onr the Vioience Et .
: ' the
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‘the Paffion- he had for her; and -expréls'd the
greateft Difcontent in the World "at the Apprehen-
- ions of being {eparated ; -- {wore he could dwell for
-ever in her Arms, and with fuch an undeniable Ear-
neftnefs preffed to be-permitted to tarry with her the
whole Night, that had fhe been lefs charm’d with
his renew’d Eargernefs of Defire, fhe {carce would
have had the Power of refufing him; but in grant-
‘ing this Requeft, fhe was not without a Thought
that he had another Reafon for making it befides. the
.Extremity of his Paffion, and had it immediately
-in her Head how to difappoint him. |
- Tur Hows of Repofe being arriv'd, he begg'd
fhe would rie to her Chamber; to which fhe con-
fented, but oblig’d him"to go to Bed firft; which he
-did not much oppofe, becauie he {fuppos'd the would
-not lie in her Mask, and doubted not but the Morn-
1ng’s Dawn would bring the wifh’d Difcovery, -----
The two imagin’d Servants uther’d him to his new
T.adging;- where he lay fome Moments in all the Per-
plexity imaginable at the Oddnefs of this Adventure.
But fhe {uffer'd ‘not thefe Cog;tations to be'of any
long Continuance: She came, but came in the Dark;
which being no more than he expeted by the for-
.mer Part of her Proceedings, he faid nothing.of; but
as much Satisfaction-as he ‘found in her Embraces,
nothing ever long’d for the Approach of Day with
more Impatience than he did. At latt it came; but
how grcat was -his Difappointment, when by the
"Noifes -he heard in the Street, the Hurry of the
Coaches, and the Crys of Penny-Merchants, he was
convinc’d it was Night no where but with him ? He
was ftill in the fame Darknels as* before; for fhe had
taken careto blindthe Windowsin{uch a manper, that
not the leaft Chink was left to' let in Day. ----- He
complain’d of her Behaviour in Terims that fhe would
not have been able to refift yiclding, to, "if fhe had
not been certain it would have beén the Ruin of her
Paflion: -- She, therefore, anfwered him only as {he had
donc before; and getting out of the Bed from l&i'm,
- CW
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flew out of the Room with too much Swiftnefs for
him to have overtaken her, if he had attempted it;
The Moment fhe left him, the two Attendants en-
ter’d the Chamber, and plucking down the Imple-
ments which had skreen'd him from the Knowledge
of that which he {fo much defir'd to find out, reftor-
ed his Eyes once more to Day : --— They attended
to aflift him in Drefling, brought him Tea, and by
their Obfequioufnefs, let him fee there was but one
Thing which the Miftrefs of them would not gladly
oblige him in. —- He was {fo much out of Humour,
however, at the Difappointment of his Curiofity,
that he refolv’d mever to make a fecond Vifit, ===
Finding her in an outer Room, he#fnade no Scru-
ple of exprefling the Senle he had of the little Truft
fbe repofed 1n him, and at laft plainly told her, he
could not fubmit to receive Obligations from a La-
‘dy, who thought him uncapable of keeping a Secret,
which fhe made no Dificulty of letting her Servants
into. —— He refented, --- he once more entreated, ---
he faid all that Man could do, to prevail on her to
unfold the Myftery ; but all his Adjurations were
fruitlels; and he went out of the Houfe determin’d
never to re-enter it, till fhe fhould pay the Price of
his Company with the Difcovery of her Face and
Circumftances. —- She fufferd him to go with
this Refolution, and doubted not but he would recede
from it, when he reflefted on the happy Moments
they had pafs’d together; but if he did not, fhe com~
forted herfelf with the Defign of forming fome other
Stratagcem, with which to impofe on him a fourth
Time.

~ Sux kept the Houfe, and her Gentlemen-Equipage
for about 2 Fortnight, in which Time fhe continu'd
to write to. him as Famomina and the Widow
Blopmer, and received the Vifits he fometimes made
to each; but his Behavipur to both was grown fo
cold, that fhe began to grow as weary of receiving
his now infipid Carefles as he. was of offering them:

She was beginning to think in what Maaner fhe
fhould



Love in a Maze. 287
fhould drop thefe two Charallers, when the fudden
Arrival of her Mother, who had been fome Time in
a foreign Country, oblig’d her to put an immediate
Stop to the Courfe of her whimfical Adventures,---
That Lady, who was {feverely virtuous, did not ap-
prove of many Things fhe had been told of the Con-
duct of her Daughter ; and though it wasnotin the
Power of any Perfon in the World to inform her of
the Truth of what fhe had been guilty of, yet fhe
heard enough to make her keep her afterwards in a
Reftraint, little agrecable to her Humour, and the
Liberties to which fhe had been accuftomed.

Bu t this Confinement was not the greateft Part
of the Trouble of this now affli¢ted Lady: She found
the Confcquences of her amorous Follies would be,
without almoft a Mirracle, impoffible to be conceal-
ed: ---- She was with Child; and though fhe would
cafily have found Means to have skreen’d even this
from the Knowledge of the World, had fhé been at
liberty to have adted with the fime unqueftionable
Authority over herfelf, as fhe did before the comirng
of her Mother, yet now all her Invention was at a
Lofs fer a Stratagem to impofe on a Woman of
her Penetration : ---- By eating little, lacing prodigi-
ous flrait, and the Advantage of a great Hoop-Petti-
coat, however, her Bignefs was not taken notice of,
and, perhaps, fhe would not have been fufpected till
the Time of her going into the Country, where
* her Mother defign’d to fend her, and from whence
fhe intended to make herefcape to {fomePlace where
fhe might be deliver’d with Secrecy, if the Time
of it had not happen’d much {fooner than fhe expeét-
ed. -—-- A Ball being at Court, the good old Lady
was willing {he fhould partake of the Diverfion of it
“as a Farewel to the Town. ---- It'was there ‘fhe
~was feiz’d. with thofe Pangs, which none ‘in her
Ceomdlition are exempt from :---- She could ‘not con-
ceal'the fudden Rack which all at once invaded her;
“or had her” Tongue been mute, her wildly roflin

Eyes, the Diftortion of her Features, and the Cox;:.ruﬁ
- ons
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fions wrhich {took her whole Frame, in {pice of her,
wou d have reveal'd fhe Jabour’d under fome tesrible
Shock of Nature. ---- Every Body was f{urprisd,
every Body wwas concern’d, but few guefled at the
Occefion. — - Her Mother griev'd beyond Exprethi-
on, doubted not but fre was firuét with the Hond
of Death ; and order’d her to be carried Home in 2
Chair, whi'e herfeif follow’d in another. ---- A Phy-
{ician was immediately fent for : But he preflent-
iv perceiving what was her Diftemper, cali’d the old
Ladv afide, and toid her, it was not a Dotor of L5
Sex, but one of her own, her Daughter ftoed 10 need
of. -- - Never was Aftoniftment and Horior greater
than that which feiz’d the Soul of this afflicted Pa-
rent at thefe Words : She couid not for a Time be-
lieve the Truth of what flie heard ; but he infifting
on it, and corvuring her to {end for a Midwite, fle
wze at length convinc’d of 1t ---- All the Pity and
Terdernefs fhe had been for fome Moment before
roflefd of, now vanifl'd, and were {ucceceded by
an sdequate Sheme and Indignation : ---- She flew to
the Bed wkhere her Daughter was lying, and teling
her what fhe had been intorm’d of, and which fhe
was now far from doubting, commanded her to re-
veal the Name of the Perfon whofe Infinvations hud
drawn lLer to this Diftonour. ---- It was a gicat
while before fhe couid be brought to confefs any
Thing, and much longer betore flic could be pre-
vailed on to mame the Man whom fhe {o fatally
had lov'd; but the Rack of Nature growing moic
fierce, and the enraged oid Lady protefting no Heip
ftou.d be afforded her while fhe perfuiied in her Ob-
ftinacy, fte, with great Difficulty and Hefitation m
her S-eech, at laft pronounc’d the Name of Beau-
plei/ir. She had no {ooner farisfy’d her weeping Mo-
ther, than that forrowful Lady {ent Meflenggrs at
the fame Time, for a2 Midwife, and for that Gentic-
man who had occafion’d the other’s being wanted.--
He happen’d bv Accident to te at homc, and m-

mediazely obey’d the Summons, though prodigioufly
furpris’d
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furpris’d what Bufinefs a Lady {fo much a Stranger
io him could have to impart.---- But, how . much
oreater was s Amazement, when taking ihim into
her Clofct, fhe thereacquainted him with her Daugh-
ter's Mistortune, of the Difcovery fhe had mode,
and how far he was concern’d in it? -~ All the Idea
onc can form of wild Aftonifhment, was mean to
what he felt: ---- He aflur’d her, that the young La-
dy her Daughter was a Perfon whom ke had ncver,
more than at a Diftance, admir’d : --- That ke had
indecd, {poke to her in publick Company, but that
he never had a Thought which tended to her Difs
honour. ---- His Denials, if poflible, added to the In-
dignation fhe was tefore enflam’d with : ---- She
had no longer Patience; and carrying him into the
Chamber, where fhe was juft deliver'd of a fine
Girl, cry’d out, I will not be impos'd on: The Truth
by one of you hall be reveal'd. --- Beanplaijir bein
brought to the Bed fide, was beginning to addrefs
him{elf to the Lady in it, to beg fhe would clear
the Miliake her Mother was involv'd in; when fhe,
covering herfelf withtheCloaths, and ready to dic afe-
cond Time with the inward Agitations of her Soul,
{hriek’d out, Oh, 1 am undone!---1 cannot live, and
bear this Shame!---- But the old Lady believing that
now or never was the Time to dive into the Bot-
tom of this Myftery, forcing her to rear her
Head, toid her, fhe fhould not hope to Efcape the
Scrutiny of a Parent fhe had difhonourd in {uch
a Manner, and pointing to Beasplasfr, Is this the
Gentleman, (faid (be,) to whom you owe your
Ruin ? or have you decciv'd me by a filtitious
Tale ? Oh! no, (rewm’d the trembling Creature,).
he is, indced, the innocent Caufe ot my Undoing:--~
Promife me your Pardon, (consinsed [he,) and 1 will
relate the Means, Here fhe ceas’d, expelting what
fhe would reply; which, on heating Beanplaifir cry
Vou, 111, Q you
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out, What mean vou, Madam ? I your Undeing;
who never harbour'd the lealt Defign on you in my
Life, fhe did in theic Words, Though the Imjury
vou have done your Family, (fard fbe,) 1s of a Na-
ture which cannot juftly fmpe Forgivenefs, yet be
affur’d, T thall much tooner excufe you when fatished
of the Truth, than whiie T am kept in a Sufpence,
if poflible, as vexitiaus is the Crime itlelf is to
me. Encourazed by this ‘fhe rdated the whole
Truth. ‘And *t1s difficult to determine, if Beauplaifly,
or ‘the Lady, were nioft furprisd at what they
teard ; he, that he {hou'd have been blinded {o often
by her Artifices; or fhe, that fo young a Creature
fhould have the Skill to make ufe of them. Both
{it for fome Time in a profound Refvery ; til
2t length the broke it firft in thefe Words: Pardon,
Str, (Jaid fre)) the Trouble 1 have given you : 1
muft confefs it was with 2 Defign to oblige you to
repair the fuppofed Injury you had done this un-
fortunate Girl, by marrying her, but now I know
not’ what to fay: ---- The Blame is whaily her’s,
and I have notliing to requeft further of you, than
that you will not divulge the diftracted Folly fhe
Bas been guilty of. ---- He anfwered her in Terms
perfeltly polite ; but made no Ofier of that which,
pertaps, fhe expeted, though: could not, now
inform’d of her Daughter’s Proceedings, demand.
He 2Tured her, however, that if fhe would commit
the new-bom Lady to his Care, he would dif-
charge it faithfully. Buat ncicher of them would
confent to thit; and he tcok his Leave, full of
Cogiwations, more confus'd than cver he had known
in his whole Life. He continued to vifit there, to
encuire after her Health every Day ; but the old Lady
verceiving there was nothing likely to enfue from
thefe Civiiities, but, pethaps, a Renewing of the
Crize, fhe entveated him to refrain; and as foonhas

- ce
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her Daughter was in 2 Condition, fentlier to 2 Mo-

naftery 1n France, the Abbtefs of which had been

her particular Friend.  And thus ended an Intreague,

which, confidering the Time it lafted, wasas full

gt Variety as any, perhaps, that many Ages has pro-
uced.
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